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Orange County/Long Beach Consortium for Nursing

Position Statement – Student Placement 
During The Joint Commission Accreditation Visits
The Orange County/Long Beach Consortium for Nursing (OCLB) supports having nursing students onsite during the Joint Commission (TJC) accreditation visits to share in and learn from this experience as part of their professional role development for the following reasons:

1.  The practice of maintaining nursing students onsite during TJC accreditation visits provides social and professional role modeling for students who will soon be transitioning from the student to professional nurse role. Student involvement in the accreditation process provides a collaborative approach to ensuring patient safety through maintaining standards of care while reinforcing the belief that students are valuable members of the health care team.  
2.  Students are current with both hospital and unit standards/policies because they have updates each semester as part of standard hospital orientation. Additionally, faculty prepares students for TJC accreditation visits in orientation, classroom, and pre/post-conference activities.  

2.  Clinical experiences are coordinated in advance to meet course objectives with a variety of scheduled clinical and simulation learning activities.  Having students excused from the hospital during a TJC accreditation visit may result in a significant loss of clinical time and thus negatively affect the amount of clinical time exposure necessary for students to successfully meet course objectives.
4.  Finally, TJC visits are now unscheduled thus requiring student preparation for accreditation to be an ongoing educational activity.
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